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How did things get this way? 
 

 
World History A begins a year-long exploration of this question.  We need to understand this well in 
order to have any chance of understanding what happens next week!  Some World History students  
in this class may live to see the year 2100.  What will this world be like then? 
 

This class explores many different times and places.  We see the many ways people have lived together, 
and the reasons they sometimes fight when they disagree.  We will learn about cultures and civilizations 
on every continent on earth, except for Antarctica!  
 

Because we will be traveling a lot in space and time during this class, it’s easy to sometimes feel ‘lost’. 
To keep our goals in mind we will check in with these important questions as our guideposts. 
 

What is it? 1. Identify civilizations, empires, religions and the key characteristics 
and people associated with each. 

When was it? 2. Place in chronological order key people, events, cultures, empires 
and/or civilizations. 

Where is it? 3. Identify location of key physical, cultural, and political features. 

How do we  
know about it? 4. Analyze source materials including artifacts and documents 

How are they similar? 
Different? 

5. Compare and contrast civilizations, empires, cultures, religions 
and nations. 

What made  
that happen? 6. Explain cause and effect relationships in history. 

What changes?  
What stays the same? 7. Analyze continuity and change across time and cultures. 

Why does this matter  
to us today? 8. Connect current global events to historical patterns. 

 
Classroom Expectations: 

● Treat all class members with respect, including yourself. 
● Maintain a class notebook that is up to date with all notes and handouts. 
● Bring your notebook and pen/pencil to class every day.  
● Be prepared to get going at the start of class (See below). 
● Turn in completed assignments on time 
● If absent, make up assignments in a timely manner. 
● Ask for help if needed—Mr. Helm expects you to succeed! 

 



 
 
Grading Procedures 

 
Formative Assessments:

50% 
(Classwork, INB, & 
Homework) 
 
Summative Assessments:

50% 
(Tests & Quizzes) 

 

A 93-100% C+77-79% 
A- 90-92% C  73-76% 
B+ 87-89% C-70-72% 
B 83-86% Pass 40-69%
B-80-82%     NoCredit 0-39% 
 
 

 
Academic Honesty 
When you put your name on your work, you say, “I learned this!”  Whether you copy from a book, from a 
website, or another student’s work, you’re pretending… trying to look good without learning anything. 
Whenever you lend your work to another student, you are blocking their success in this course.  
 

Academic dishonesty in this class has serious consequences.  At a minimum, a grade of zero will be given 
on the assignment, extra credit points will be lost, and the student’s Assistant Principal will be notified.  
These consequences apply equally whether you copy work or give your work to be copied! 
At the discretion of the teacher, further consequences including referral to the office for additional action 
and a failing grade in the class may be imposed, depending on the seriousness of the offense. 
 
Tardy Policy 
When you come into the class, please go directly to your desk and start working on the day’s first project.  
 
Late arrivals hurt our ability to learn and disrupt our class for everyone.   Please review the North High 
tardy policy in your student handbook for more information. 
 
Resources 
"World History: Patterns of Interaction" will be our textbook.  We will also employ articles, videos, 
projects, readings, and each other as resources. 
 

 

World History is a required class.  
I want YOU to succeed. 

You CAN do it!  
FREE help is available for EVERY student. 

 


